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            KENDRIYA VIDYALAYA SANGATHAN, CHENNAI REGION  

                             FIRST PRE-BOARD EXAM (2023-24)  

                                                                                            Time:3 Hours 

       Class: X                                                                                    Max Marks: 80 

              ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE (Code No. 184)  

 

General Instructions: 

1. The Question Paper contains THREE sections – Reading, Grammar & Creative 

Writing and Literature. 

2. Attempt questions based on specific instructions for each part. 

  

 Section A: Reading Skills (20 marks) 

 

Reading Comprehension Through Unseen Passages 

 

1. Read the following text  

 

10m 

1. India’s returns of over a hundred medals from the Hangzhou Asian Games is a 

watershed moment in its sporting history. The momentous achievement has 

understandably sent the country into a state of euphoria that has even overshadowed 

the start of the Men’s Cricket World Cup. The 107 medals India clinched (28 gold, 38 

silver and 41 bronze) is its best-ever tally, head and shoulders above the previous high 

of 70 secured at Jakarta 2018. While a lion’s share of the gold medals came from the 

three disciplines of track and field (six), shooting (seven) and archery (five), India 

earning podium finishes across 22 different sports points to the nation’s increasing 

diversification of excellence. The rowers, squash players, kabaddi stars and the men’s 

hockey team impressed; there was a first-ever gold medal in equestrian; new heroes 

were found in roller-skating, wind-surfing, wushu and sepaktakraw.  

 

 

2. Even cricket, which has long lived an insular life away from multi-disciplinary 

extravaganzas, joined the party, contributing to India’s tally with two golds. This being 

a visual era, some moments are sure to remain etched in the collective memory, like 

Parul Chaudhary’s stunning heist in the final 50 metres to win the women’s 5000m 

and Kishore Jena leading Olympic and World Champion Neeraj Chopra in men’s 

Javelin before settling for a creditable silver. 

 

 

3. However, at continental games, harsh as it may sound, some medals are worth more 

than others. Sports such as badminton and table tennis see near world-level 

competition in Asia, which adds a bit more lustre to the medals won. Satwiksairaj 

Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty’s gold in men’s doubles badminton, H.S. Prannoy’s 

bronze in men’s singles badminton, and Sutirtha and Ayhika Mukherjee’s stunning 

win over the Chinese world champions in Chen Meng and Wang Yidi in women’s 

doubles table tennis to ensure a bronze all fall into this category. Additional 

perspective can be gleaned from the fact that of the 28 golds, only 12 have come in 

events that are part of the Olympics roster. Even here, just a handful of marks, like 
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Neeraj’s 88.88m throw, are world-beating. This shows that while Indian sport has 

come a long way, a lot more needs to be done to bridge the gap with global standards.  

 

 

4. The Union government, Sports Authority of India and various State governments have 

come up with a plethora of initiatives to help athletes. But they are perennially 

threatened by inefficient administrators, factionalism in federations, endless court 

battles and the giant doping cloud that hangs around. For the head to be held high, the 

body and the legs cannot be allowed to falter. 

 

 

 429 words https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/glittering-show-on-indias-medal-

tally-at-the-asian-games/article67400033.ece 
 

 

 

Answer the following questions, based on the passage above  

i. 

 

 

 

 

Which of the following is the primary focus of the passage? 

(a) The dominance of cricket in Indian sports 

(b) Achievements in diverse sports at the Asian Games 

(c) The challenges faced by Indian athletes 

(d)       The popularity of Cricket World Cup 

1 

ii. 

 

What is the tone of the writer in the following lines from the passage and rationalise 

your response in 40 words. 

“ This being a visual era, some moments are sure to remain etched in the collective 

memory…” 

(a)      Nostalgia 

(b) Enthusiasm 

(c)      Criticism 

(d) Sarcasm 

2 

iii. 

 

Supply one point to justify the following:  

Some medals are worth more than others in the context of continental games 

1 

iv. 

 

Select the appropriate option to fill in the blanks: 

Despite the challenges, the writer expresses a sense of ………….. about India’s 

sporting achievements at the Hangzhou Asian Games 

(a) dominance 

(b) euphoria 

(c) desperation 

(d) enigma 

1 

v. What is meant by ‘multiple extravaganzas’ in the context of the text? 

(a) events held in multiple countries 

(b) events featuring multiple sports 

(c) events with extravagant opening ceremonies 

(d)       events with variety of awards 

1 

vi. Examine the given sentence from the passage and elaborate what the writer means: 

‘For the head to be held high, the body and the legs can’t be allowed to falter’. 

2 

vii. 

 

 

Complete the sentence appropriately. 

In the passage, the writer emphasizes the diversification of excellence in various 

sports because it signifies ………. 

1 

viii. Select the option that makes the correct use of ‘watershed moment’ as used in the 

passage, to fill up the blank space. 

1 
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(a)The adoption of renewable energy sources on a global scale could be seen as a 

……….. in the fight against climate change. 

(b) Playing and fighting with my younger sister is a -------- in my life. 

(c) I spilt coffee on my shirt, and it became a -------- in my career. 

(d) Discovering a new flavour of potato chips at the store was a ---------- in my diet. 

2. Read the passage given below. 10 

1. As winter approaches, air quality in North India plunges, leaving people gasping for 

breath. After late rains flushed the air clean in early October, Air Quality Index (AQI) 

has declined ahead of Diwali. However, air pollution is not just seasonal; it is one of 

India’s biggest problems, for now and for the future. India – a services-driven 

economy – has some of world’s most air-polluted cities at a relatively early stage of 

its manufacturing evolution. As India expands its manufacturing, the problem will 

only rise exponentially. 

 

2. The Commission for Air Quality Management has instructed industries and 

construction and demolition sites to follow its directives over the next few days. 

 

3. The World Air Quality Report released by Swiss organization IQAir in March 2022 

should set alarm bells ringing in India. The study found that 35 of the 50 cities in the 

world with the worst air quality are in India. 

 

4. It’s also a global phenomenon, and some of the fastest growing economies have also 

been the worst air polluters, including the US and China. China too paid a steep price 

for its economic growth. Growing prosperity boosted air pollution that led to a public 

health crisis, killing millions every year. But the country has drastically improved the 

air quality of its cities. It prohibited new thermal power plants and shuttered old plants, 

curbed vehicular growth and introduced electric bus fleets, among many measures. 

Adapted for academic usage- https://www.livemint.com/opinion/online-views/mint-explainer-india-s-

uphill-battle-to-bring-down-air-pollution-11666088633908.html   230 words approx.. 

 

5. 

 

 

 Answer the following questions, based on the passage above 1x10=10 

i. The air quality in North India is persistently poor during the winter months because 

………………  

1 

ii. Which option best describes the tone of the writer in the passage? 

(a) Neutral 

(b) Concerned 

(c) Objective 

(d) Informative 

1 

iii. State whether the given statement is fact/ opinion based 1 

https://www.livemint.com/opinion/online-views/mint-explainer-india-s-uphill-battle-to-bring-down-air-pollution-11666088633908.html
https://www.livemint.com/opinion/online-views/mint-explainer-india-s-uphill-battle-to-bring-down-air-pollution-11666088633908.html
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India’s struggle with air pollution is primarily due to its rapid, economic growth of 

India is increasing in the manufacturing activities. 

iv. Based on the study report, state one major problem faced by India due to air 

pollution 

1 

v. How air pollution acts as a threat to the overall development of India? 2 

vi. Select the option that correctly displays what ‘plunges’ signifies 

 

A)     B)              

 

C)       D)  

 

For the visually impaired candidates only in lieu of Q. No. vi 

Which country, as mentioned in the passage, successfully improved the air 

quality of its cities by taking measures like prohibiting new thermal power plants 

and introducing electric bus fleets?  

     (a) India  

     (b) The United States  

     (c) China  

     (d) Switzerland 

 

1 

vii. Pick out the disease that is caused by inhaling polluted air for a long period of time 

a. Lung cancer 

b. Alzheimers 

c. Parkinsons 

d. Rheumatoid arthritis 

1 

viii. China has drastically improved the air quality of its cities. What strategies can India 

take from China to reduce air pollution? 

2 

                 SECTION B-WRITING SKILLS AND GRAMMAR (20 marks)  

 GRAMMAR 10 

3 Attempt ANY TEN of twelve of the following tasks, as directed.  1x10 

i. 

 

 

 

Fill in the blank by choosing the correct option to complete this advertisement.                  

Are you looking for more books to read? Due to popular demand, we __________ 

back our 'Buy One Get One Free' offer next weekend!  

A. brings B. brought C. will bring D. were bringing 

 

1 

ii. Read the given sentence from the anniversary brochure of a construction firm. 

Identify the error and supply the correction in the sentence. 

 We are excited to mark the 11 years of M Square, found upon unwavering trust and 

dedication. 

Use the given format for your response. 

 

error correction 

  
 

1 

iii. Ritu and Deepa had a conversation on the latest song of the boy band, BTS. 1 
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Report Deepa’s question. 

Did you like the new song of BTS? 

 

iv. Read the dialogue between Ashish and his friend, Gregory, regarding the submission 

of Science project and fill in the blanks. 

 

Greogory: Did you receive the help of anyone to complete this project on time? 

    Ashish: No, I did it on my own. 

 

Select the correct option to complete the reporting of the above dialogue. 

Gregory asked Ashish ………………………….. on time. Ashish replied that he had 

done it on his own.    

1 

v. Complete the notice by filling in the blank with the correct option: 

The selected candidates ……… send a confirmation mail to the company on or 

before the 6th of November to intimate their decision of joining. 

(a) might     (b) could      (c) would    (d) should 

1 

vi. Identify the error in the given sentence from a magazine article and supply the 

correction. 

Coorg , a beautiful hill station in Karnataka, is one of the most wonderful place to 

visit.  

                     Use the given format for your response. 

             

Error Correction 

 

  

                     

1 

vii.  Select the option that that identifies the error and supplies the correction for the 

closing line, from the advertisement of a dental hospital. 

               Laugh is the best medicine. 

Option No Error Correction 

A Laugh Laughter 

B the a 

C best better 

D medicine medicines 
 

1 

viii. Fill in the blank by using the correct form of the word in the bracket. 

I just heard the journalist report that several highways in Arunachal Pradesh ----------

blocked due to landslides as continuous rain batters the hill state.  

(a) had been 

(b) have been 

(c) were being 

(d) will have been 

1 

ix. Report the dialogue between a mother and her son by completing the sentence. 

Mother: We can go together for an outing. 

Son: Yes. I want to have biriyani from our usual restaurant. 

 

1 
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Mother said that they could go together for an outing. The son affirmed and 

……………………………………………………..  

x. Fill in the blank by choosing the correct option to complete the sentence. 

A bouquet of flowers __________ required to invite the Chief guest. 

a. are          b. have     c. has          d. is 

 

1 

xi. Complete the line from a song, by filling the blank with the correct option. 

I made myself a snowball 

As perfect as ………… be. 

I thought I’d keep it as a pet 

And let it sleep with me. 

(a)  should        

(b) can 

(c) could 

(d) may 

1 

xii. Identify the error and supply correction for the following note, displayed on the wall 

of the local library in your locality. 

 

Goals gives you direction, it allows you to stay mentally and physically focused on 

the road to where you want to go. 

 

1 

                                                        WRITING 10 

4. 

 

Note: All details presented in the questions are imaginary and created for assessment 

purpose. 
5 

4.A You are Shiva / Shivani residing in No. 29, III Street, Vaidyanathan Nagar, Chennai. 

The ‘Evergreen Park’ near your area, has become a dump house of garbage. Write a 

letter of complaint to the Corporation of Chennai, complaining about the issues 

faced by the people in your locality and the ones who visit the park. (Word Limit 

:120 words ) 

 

                                               OR                        

4.B As Ayush/ Aisha write a letter to the Mayor addressing the issue of stray dogs, faced 

by people in your locality. State the inconvenience being faced by residents and 

some suggestions to put an end to this problem. 

 

5. 

A.  

The charts below show the results of a survey about what people of different age 

groups say makes them most happy. Write an analytical paragraph based on this in 

not more than 120 words 

 
 

 

                                                                   OR   
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5B. 

 

 

A. Given below is the flyer of a summer camp. You are asked to go through the flyer 

and the given details to see if it will suit your 4-year-old brother.   

 

 

B.  

 
 

Extra features 

➢ The main campus is built in a serene, calm and hilly area on the outskirts of 

the city  

➢ Innovative labs, dance, music and play areas 

➢ Project-based learning facilities 

➢ Personalised learning 

➢ Modern fully air-conditioned transport system  

➢ Buses are equipped with ‘Uber-like’ app to track  

➢ Provide unique, balanced, nutritional, healthy snacks and lunch 

➢ Fee structure is inclusive of the food 

 

Analyse it to see whether the activities given suit the nature of your brother, while 

focusing on his safety, interests and physical wellness. Write this analytical 

paragraph in about 120 words. 

  

 

 

 

SECTION D-LITERATURE TEXTBOOK AND SUPPLEMENTARY READING 

TEXT (40 marks) 

40 

6. 

 

 Read the given extracts and answer the questions for ANY ONE of the two, given. 

     

5 

6.A Well, it’s time I did some real work, I told myself; I’m out of practice. And if I don’t 

take the money, he’ll only waste it on his friends. After all, he doesn’t even pay me. 

Anil was asleep. A beam of moonlight stepped over the balcony and fell on the bed. 

I sat up on the floor, considering the situation. If I took the money, I could catch the 

10.30 Express to Lucknow. Slipping out of the blanket, I crept up to the bed. Anil 

was sleeping peacefully. His face was clear and unlined; even I had more marks on 

my face, though mine were mostly scars. 

 

i. Choose an appropriate option that imitates the literary device as used in, “A beam of 

moonlight stepped over the balcony”. 

1 
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A. The beam of the light cannot be tolerated while driving.  

B. The beam of light danced away to glory as we drove past the forest.  

C. They sat down with the light in their hands as they did not know the path.  

D. The lights are on, so there must be somebody at home. 

ii. Why did Hari Singh say, “it’s time I did some real work”? 

A. Hari was out of touch with cooking.  

B. Hari decided to save Anil’s money.  

C. Anil never paid Hari.  

D. Hari decided to rob Hari off 

1 

iii. “he’ll only waste it on his friends. After all, he doesn’t even pay me”. This indicates 

that ……………. 

A. Hari Singh was convincing himself about the act he was to commit.  

B. Hari Singh was annoyed with Anil.  

C. Anil was a spendthrift.  

D. Hari Singh was blaming Anil. 

1 

iv. Complete the analogy by selecting the suitable word from the extract.  

frown: smile:: blemishes: _________________ 

1 

v. Pick a line from the extract that shows Hari Singh is guilt ridden 

 

1 

                                                                OR 

 

 

6.B The ceremonies took place in the lovely sandstone amphitheatre formed by the 

Union Building in Pretoria. For decades this had been the seat of white supremacy, 

and now it was the site of a rain bow gathering of different colours and nations for 

the installation of South Africa’s first democratic, non-racial government.                                              

(1x5=5 Marks) 

 

i. _______ had been the seat of White supremacy for decades.   

                                                 

1 

ii. Where did the ceremonies take place? 

a. Amphitheatre formed by Union Buildings in Pretoria 

b. The sandstone amphitheatre 

c. Both amphitheatre formed by Union Building in Pretoria and the sandstone 

amphitheatre 

d. Neither amphitheatre formed by Union Building in Pretoria nor the sandstone 

amphitheatre 

1 

iii. What type of government was chosen in South Africa? 

a. A democratic government through fair elections 

b. A  democratic government through unfair means 

c. A government in the King’s name 

d. A democratic government in the Queen’s name. 

1 
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iv. Why  did the military general’s attitude change towards Mandela? 1 

v. What lesson can be learned from this story? 

a. To believe in justice 

b. To fight for what is right and for those who can’t fight for themselves 

c. To go where your destiny takes you 

d. None of these 

1 

7. Read the given extracts and answer the questions for ANY ONE of the two, given. 

 

5 

7.A He stalks in his vivid stripes 

The few steps of his cage 

On pads of velvet quiet 

In his quiet rage. 

 

i.  Pads of velvet means  

(a) Tiger’s skin 

(b) Tiger’s whiskers 

(c) Tiger’s soft soles 

(d) None of these 

 

1 

ii. Who is he in the above lines 

(a) The Tiger 

(b) The Poet 

(c) The Zoo keeper 

(d) The Lion 

1 

iii. Where is he? 

(a) In the jungle 

(b) In a small cage 

(c) In a circus 

(d) None of these 

1 

iv. ------------------- is the literary device employed in ‘quiet rage’ 

(a) Alliteration 

(b) Oxymoron 

(c) Metaphor 

(d) Enjambment 

1 

v. Why does ‘he’ walk only the few steps? 1 

                                                         OR   

7.B  Read the extract given below and attempt it by answering the questions that follow. 5 

 An ultimate shaking grief fixes the boy 

As he stands rigid, trembling, staring down 

All his young days in the harbour where 

His ball went. I would not intrude on him; 

 

i. The poet uses the word ‘ultimate’ to describe the boy’s reaction. Pick the meaning 

that DOES NOT display what ‘ultimate’ means in the context given. 

a) consequent     b) final       c) conclusive        d) fateful 

1 

ii. (ii) Which of the following expression best describes the mood of the boy as in the 

line  

‘As he stands rigid, trembling, staring down 

1 
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      (a) (1)                 (b) (2)                (c) (3)                   (d) (4) 

iii. The poet does not intrude on him. It is because 

(a) the poet may spoil the mood of the boy who was happy.  

(b) the poet thinks that the boy learns a lesson for his life from this incident.  

(c) the poet feels sad for the condition of the boy who lost his ball. 

(d) the poet has no willingness to buy a ball for the boy. 

1 

iv. (iv) The age of the boy is around ten years. If the boy is a mature, grown up, he 

might react to the same ball in the following way: 

(1) inconsistent to the loss. 

(2) urge to get a new ball or toy.  

(3) casual approach to get the ball back 

(4) regrets the loss and stands strongly. 

 

(a) 1 and 2       (b) 2 and 3  (c) 2, 3 and 4    (d) 4 only 

1 

 

v. 

 

Choose the right option which gives the meaning of the word ‘HARBOUR’ as used 

in the extract.  

(1) During the riots, all the criminals harbour in the cave.  

(2) He might have harboured in Visakhapatnam.  

(3) This town has a harbour and an airport.  

(4) Belfast harbour was dredged in 1845 to provide deeper berths for larger ships. 

(a) 1, 2 and 3     (b) 3 and 4     (c) 1, 3 and 4            (d) 2 and 3 

 

1 

8 

 

Answer ANY FOUR of the following in about 40-50 words each 4x3=12 

i. Describe the narrator’s experience as he flew the aeroplane into the storm. Throw 

light on his feelings and emotions at that time. (The Black Aeroplane) 

3 

ii. 

 

What does the poet want to convey through the poem ‘Dust of Snow’?  3 

iii. What is the story behind Coorgi people’s descent that makes them so brave? (Coorg) 3 

iv. How did the desire for the freedom of his people change Nelson Mandela? 

(Nelson Mandela – Long Walk to Freedom) 

3 

v. ‘Bravery is spontaneous’. Explain with reference to the poem ‘The Tale of Custard 

the Dragon’. 

3 

9 

 

Answer ANY TWO of the following in about 40-50 words each 2x3=6 

i. How does Think-Tank compare the Martians with the people on the Earth? What 

does he call the earth mockingly? (The Book That Saved the Earth) 
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ii. How did Mrs. Pumphrey spoil Tricky? (Triumph of Surgery)  

iii. Explain the role played by Richard Ebright’s mother in his life. (The Making of a 

Scientist) 

 

10 Answer ANY ONE of the following in about 100-120 words. 1X6=6 

i. You have been the conductor of the bus in which Valli travelled. Write a diary entry, 

of your experience of travelling with Valli and also share the concerns you had on 

her safety.  

 

                                                          OR   

ii. Both Anne Frank and Amanda were sensitive girls. Analyse the common character 

traits of Anne Frank and Amanda with reference to the texts ‘From the Diary of 

Anne Frank’ and ‘Amanda’ respectively. Prepare a presentation draft including your 

insights, comparing the nature of both the girls to give a presentation to the school 

children in your neighbouring school. 

 

11 Answer ANY ONE of the following in about 100-120 words.  1X6=6 

i. Not to accept the limitations of our life makes us unhappy in our lives. Describe the 

transformation of Matilda Loisel, as she suffered in her life because she was not 

willing to accept the reality of life. (The Necklace) 

 

 OR  

ii. “You don’t have to be a hero to accomplish great things. You can just be an ordinary 

person, sufficiently motivated to reach challenging roles.” – Edmund Hillary 

In the light of the above, prepare a speech as Bholi’s teacher on the evolution of 

Bholi from a ‘dumb cow’ to a masterpiece. 

 

 



PM SHRI KENDRIYA VIDYALAYA NO.1 NAUSENABAUGH, VISAKHAPATNAM-05 
CLASS 10 (2023-24) - Winter Break Home Work 
Subject: SCIENCE  
 
Solve any 10 Sample papers out of the 30 Sample.papers in the given link. 
 

https://cbse.wiki/science 
 

https://cbse.wiki/science


Kendriya Vidyalaya No.1, NSB,Visakhapatnam. 
Mathematics Holiday Home Work (Winter Break) -2023-24 for Class X 

 

1.  Write answers to all questions given PB-1 paper. 

2.  Write formulae/ important concepts from all the chapters. 

3.  Prepare 4 MCQs and 1 Assertion and Reasoning type question from each chapter  

     (with answers) which were asked in previous years board exam papers. 

4.  Practice questions from Question bank given. 

5.  Make a solid which is a combination of a two or more regular shapes( cube/  

     cylinder/cone/hemisphere) and find its Surface area and volume.  

 

 



कक्षा - दशमी (Class- 10) 

 1. पाठे निनदिष्ट पदािाां सन्धां वा नवचे्छदम् कुरुत  2. पदािाां समासां नवग्रहां च निखत    

 3. समयवाचकशब्दाि् निखत   4. नचत्रवर्ििम् कुरुत ( मांजूषायााः सहायतया )  

 5. सरि वाक्यप्रयोगां कुरुत ? 



KENDRIYA VIDYALAYA NO1, NAUSENABAUGH 

CLASS X – WINTER BREAK – 2023 SOCIAL SCIENCE HOLIDAY HOME WORK 

1. Read the text of the following chapters and answer the textual questions in HW copy. 

    History:       Chapter 4. Print culture and the modern world. 

    Geography: Chapter 6. Manufacturing Industries 

    Economics: Chapter 2. Sectors of Indian economy 

    Politics:       Chapter 2. Federalism 

2. Map practice: Locate the following places on an outline map of India. 

S No Subject Chapter Places to locate 

1    
   

   
  

  
  

  
 H

is
to

ry
 

2. Nationalism in India 

1. Congress sessions – 1920 Calcutta, 1920 Nagpur, 1927 
Madras 
2. Satyagraha Movements – Kheda, Champaran, 
Ahmedabad 
3. Jallianwallabagh incident 
4. Dandi March 

2 

 
G

e
o

g
ra

p
h

y 

3. Water Resources 
Salal, Bhakra Nangal, Tehri, Rana Pratap Sagar, Sardar 
Sarovar, Hirakud, Nagarjuna Sagar, Tungabhadra 

5. Minerals and Energy Resources 

Iron ore mines: 
Mayurbhanj, Durg, Bailadila, Bellary, Kudremukh 
Coal Mines: 
Raniganj, Bokaro, Talcher, Neyveli 
Oil fields: 
Digboi, Naharkatia, Mumbai high, Bassien, Kalol, 
Ankaleshwar 
Thermal Power plants: 
Namrup, Singrauli, Ramagundam 
Nulcear Power plants: 
Narora, Kakrapara, Tarapur, Kalpakkam 

6. Manufacturing industries 

Cotton textile industries: 
Mumbai, Indore, Surat, Kanpur, Coimbatore 
Iron and steel plants: 
Durgapur, Bokaro, Jamshedpur, Bhilai, Vijayanagar, Salem 
Software technology parks: 
Noida, Gandhinagar, Mumbai, Pune, Hyderabad, Bengaluru, 
Chennai, Thiruvananthapuram 

7. Lifelines of national economy 

Sea ports: 
Kandla, Mumbai, Marmagoa, New Mangalore, Kochi, 
Tuticorin, Chennai, Visakhapatnam, Paradip, Haldia 
International airports: 
Raja Sansi, Indira Gandhi, Chatrapati Shivaji, Meenam 
Bakkam, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, Rajiv Gandhi 

 


